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honour for a simple bishop) in which he states that the decree against the heretics was given at their direction. We are forced to conclude that the African bishops appealed to the emperor when they received Zosimus's letters (virtually acquitting Pelagius). Count Valerius seems to have been their instrument, and he was supported by the ex-vice-prefect of Rome, Constantius, who had turned monk at Rome, and led the anti-Pelagian party there. On the 3oth of April Honorius pronounced sentence of banishment and confiscation on the heresiarchs and their followers. Rome was profoundly distracted by the controversy. Zosimus and Sixtus (afterwards pope) favoured the Pelagians, and ' the heresy was rampant in the city,' as the imperial rescript said. But the earnestness of Augustine and the successful enlistment of the imperial interest were political considerations of some gravity. Zosimus was most certainly aware of the intrigue that was
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proceeding at court, and the knowledge cannot have been without influence on his letter of the 2ist of March. When the rescript appeared and the letter of the second Carthaginian synod arrived, he summoned Coelestius to appear once more before him and his clergy. The heretic